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	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	1. Clarity on Conclusions and limitations. You must further elaborate on why most morphological and biochemical traits exhibited non- significant associations with leaf mining incidence. Validation of findings. It is mandatory to explicitly state within the discussion that the screening was limited to field- level observations under a specific agro-climatic zone in West Bengal.

2. Data Consistency. You must submit the revised manuscript along with a detailed, point- by-point response letter addressing the reviewers; comments.
	1.1 Days to maturity and seed yield showed significant negative relationship with leaf miner
The significant negative association of leaf miner infestation with days to maturity and seed yield may be attributed to the destruction of leaf tissues by larval feeding, which reduces the effective photosynthetic area and impairs photosynthetic efficiency. Severe infestation accelerates leaf senescence and promotes premature plant maturity, thereby limiting the production and translocation of photosynthates to developing seeds. Consequently, reduced assimilate availability adversely affects seed development and ultimately results in lower seed yield.
1.2 Plant height showed  non-significant positive relationship with leaf mining

Although the association was not statistically significant, taller plants generally possess a larger canopy and greater leaf surface area, which may provide more suitable sites for oviposition and larval feeding by leaf miners. As a result, these plants may be exposed to relatively higher levels of infestation. However, the weak correlation indicates that plant height alone was not a major determinant of leaf miner incidence 

1.3 Pod length, pod width, phenol and protein content showed non-significant negative relationship with leaf mining

The non-significant negative associations of pod traits and biochemical constituents with leaf mining severity may be attributed to the feeding habit of leaf miner, which primarily damage leaf tissues and rarely attack pods directly. Consequently, pod morphological and biochemical characteristics exert limited influence on leaf miner infestation, resulting in weak associations with leaf mining severity. Although phenol content was estimated from leaf tissues, its association with leaf miner infestation remained weak, possibly due to the internal feeding habit of the pest and the localized nature of tissue damage, whereby total leaf phenol content may not adequately reflect the defensive response at the actual feeding site. Supported by Abou-Elkassem, A. B. (2018). Seasonal abundance and susceptibility of faba bean varieties to infestation with Liriomyza trifolii (Burgess) and Empoasca spp. in relation to chemical and biochemical components. Journal of Plant Protection and Pathology, 9 (10), 621–627.
1.4 Thank you for this important suggestion. We have revised the Discussion section to explicitly acknowledge that the screening was based on field-level observations conducted under a specific agro-climatic zone of West Bengal. We have also added a statement in the future scope highlighting the need for multi-location evaluations across different agro-climatic regions to validate the consistency and broader applicability of the findings.
2. Thank you for the instruction. We have carefully revised the manuscript and prepared a detailed point-by-point response to all reviewer comments. The revised manuscript and the response to the reviewers’ comments are submitted here with for your consideration.
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