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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript is of significant value to the conservation biology and herpetology communities as it documents an emerging threat to Olive Ridley Sea turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea) in a previously unrecorded region. By identifying the specific hypogaeic ant species (Dorylus orientalis) responsible for nest failure, the study links a research gap between entomology and marine conservation. Furthermore, the proposal of a low-cost, eco-friendly mitigation strategy using Neem cake provides immediate and practical utility for hatchery managers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is descriptive and reflects the scope of the paper. However, to make it slightly more concise for indexing, an alternative suggestion would be: “Predation of Olive Ridley Turtle Eggs by the Hypogaeic Ant Dorylus orientalis in India and its Eco-friendly Management.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract summarizes the problem of nest predation, the methodology involving species identification and Neem cake application, and the success of the intervention. I suggest adding the specific percentage of nest infestation observed (35–50%) to the abstract to highlight the severity of the threat.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The authors correctly identified the constraints of working with a Schedule I species, which prevented a randomized controlled trial, and instead used observational data from actual hatchery operations. The morphological identification of the ant species appears rigorously performed. On Page 3, Section 2.1, the coordinates for Kolthare beach are written as “170 38' N,” which should be corrected to 17° 38' N.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and include very recent work such as Seh et al. (2023). They provide good context for both sea turtle conservation and the biology of Dorylus ants. I also suggest citing the study of Whiting, A. U., et al. (2007) regarding general ant predation on sea turtles to broaden the global context.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	There are minor grammatical inconsistencies. On Page 3, Objective 4, the phrase “Development of a standardize protocol” should be corrected to “standardized protocol.” On Page 12, Paragraph 2, where the ants were observed scavenging on fish waste, the distinction between scavenging and active predation should be maintained throughout the discussion.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The use of Neem cake is a very practical application of indigenous knowledge. However, it would be helpful if the authors provided a more detailed application description or rate, such as grams per square meter or the thickness of the layer, in Section 2.4.2 so that the standardized protocol mentioned in the objectives can be replicated by other researchers.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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