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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1) This article aims to highlight extent of incidental by-catch of Critically Endangered Scalloped Hammerhead Shark along the Coastal Waters of the Gaza Strip, Eastern Mediterranean
2)Types fishing gears reported to involve in accidental by catch of Scalloped Hammerhead Shark
3) Highlighted few Precautionary measures

4) Study is important in promoting conservations of critically endangered sharks, and management strategies for implementation of precautionary measures for preventing by catch of sharks.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggested slight change:
Occurrence and Bycatch of the Critically Endangered Scalloped Hammerhead Shark (Sphyrna lewini Griffith & Smith, 1834) in the Coastal Waters of the Gaza Strip, Eastern Mediterranean
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Suggested to improve further by adding additional points after comprehensive revise as highlighted in manuscript

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Scientifically manuscript is required lot of improvement, which will come with exposure, handling experience and for academic students-scholars study, may be after improvements in key aspects
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	May refer focused scientific standard precautionary measures for preventing accidental by catch of sharks for recent advances in research technological developments in preventing by catch of sharks species in various fishing gears
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Seems good, as majority of terminology used as others reviewers summarized in article, however suggested to read good scientific articles on this study and incorporate for making it better than its present form
	

	Optional/General comments


	1) Suggested to add flow chart/Table indicating commonly used fishing gears, vulnerable mesh size and advanced technological, capacity developments of fisher for co-management for conservation initiatives

2) Precautionary measures and key terminology related to incidental by catch of sharks study examples:
3) Suggested to add recent scientific methods in preventing by catch of sharks:

i)Utilizing physical excluder grids as shark excluder Devices (SED), modifying net design, utilizing behavioural differences and testing sensory deterrents in trawl nets.

ii) 50mm Bar spacing grid and removal of tickler chain, Square mesh panels, Square mesh in cod end, escape panels and windows and smart trawl technologies,  as emerging AI, machine learning, under water cameras to identify species are potentially reduce shark by catch.
iii) Sharks accidental by catch in purse seines may be prevented by measures focus on reducing the encirclement of sharks, use of non-entangling FADs, specialized safe release equipment for deck handling & acoustic/ spatial avoidance of shark-dense areas. 
4) Original images of by catch of sharks, geo-coordinates of landings, vessels course of movements which may helpful for preventing in future.
5) Promoting ethical participation of fishermen in conservation of critically endangered species, through displaying of maps, geo-coordinates of sharks with species photos,  harmful gears mesh size, scientific and ethically connecting and involving in voluntary participation of local fishers through coatal area species alerts, charts, issuing license with strict guidelines, preventing illegal unreported and un regulated catch of sharks.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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