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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper is of importance for regional scientists studying the butterfly diversity. If the authors extend their results and discussion section a bit more as suggested in this review then also scientists from other regions in India and outside of India within the distribution of the respective species can gather ecological information.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, but when the results and discussion are extended a bit of this information should also go into the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The methods used need to be explained a bit better and are very basic, but I believe this is still publishable after some improvements suggested here.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Sufficient.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English in the results and discussion section needs a quality check from a native English speaker.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Line 9 – Please write “Ichthyofaunal” in lower case – ichthyofaunal.

Line 16 – Please write “Summer” in lower case – summer.

Line 17 – Please write “Post” in lower case – post.

Line 29 – Maybe add “of the region” or “within India” after “Chhattisgarh is a key biodiversity hotspot…” to differentiate it from global hotspot.

Line 34 – Please remove “s” from “plays” (should be plural).

Line 49 – Please write “Insects” with lower case – insects.

Line 60 - Please write “Ichthyofaunal” in lower case – ichthyofaunal.

Lines 60-67 – Please remove excess spaces in this paragraph.

Line 63 – Please remove “)” or add citation.

Line 64 – Please write “Butterflies” with lower case – butterflies.

Line 66 – Please write “Butterflies” with lower case – butterflies.

Line 69 – Please write “Butterflies” with lower case – butterflies.

Lines 71-76 – Please describe the study site in more detail. Describe the different available habitats with vegetation type (forest, grassland, etc.) or most dominant habitat type in the area, most dominant species of plant, vegetation coverage and structure, water bodies and rivers, size of the study area (you can give coordinates of the corners of the study site or you can give the size of the area that you used for the random walks and keep just the coordinate you provided). Do you know any food plants of butterflies? Egg-laying plants? That would be helpful information. Is the entire area protected? 

Lines 77-85 – Please provide more information on the method.

Over how many years did you conduct your study? How many days did you go out per season? Did you only observe or catch the butterflies, which method for catching did you use, did you collect a specimen or photograph the individuals? Did you cover the entire study area with your random walks? Did you start at different starting points so that you are not always at the same place at the same time

Lines 79-80 – Please write “Summer”, “Monsoon”, Post-Monsoon”, “Winter” in lower case throughout the manuscript

(the abbreviation can remain S, M, PM, W).

Lines 80-82 – Please rewrite as follows: “For the purposes of this study, seasons were categorised as summer (March–May), monsoon (June–August), post‑monsoon (September–November), and winter (December–February).”

Line 133 – Please write “Papilio polymnestor” and “Junonia orithya” in italics.

Results and Discussion.

This section needs a little bit of work still. First, I would recommend getting this section checked by a native English speaker to improve the English language.

Can you please add to your discussion: how many species of the different families are known for India and the region? If the Lycaenidae have the most species occurring in India/in the region, and Hesperiidae contain for example only 3 species known for India then it puts your results into perspective. 

Can you please also mention and discuss main life‑history strategies of butterflies at Kelo Dam Park.

Instead of overwintering guilds like in temperate regions, tropical butterflies fall into dry‑season strategies. Several may coexist at the same site. Please mention and discuss the following strategies:

1. Continuous breeders (no diapause).

Most common strategy.

Multiple generations per year.

Reproduction continues as long as host plants persist.

Population size tracks rainfall and vegetation.

Typical groups:

Many Pieridae (whites, yellows)

Many Lycaenidae (blues)

Grass yellows (Eurema)

Adult lifespan short (1–3 weeks).

Populations maintained by constant turnover.

These species are present year‑round but fluctuate strongly with rainfall.

2. Dry‑season developmental slowing (quasi‑diapause).

Very important in monsoon landscapes.

Eggs, larvae, or pupae pause or slow development.

Not true cold‑induced diapause, but rainfall‑ and host‑plant‑mediated.

Development resumes with pre‑monsoon showers.

Common in:

Satyrines (browns)

Some nymphalids

Species with grasses or seasonal herbs as host plants.

Ecological role: bridges the harshest dry months (March–May)

3. Seasonal adults with extended lifespan.

Less common but present.

Adults live longer during dry months.

Reduced reproduction.

Feed on nectar, sap, or rotting fruit.

Reproduce when conditions improve.

Likely groups:

Some Nymphalidae.

Fruit‑feeding forest butterflies near the dam and riparian vegetation.

4. Migratory and opportunistic species.

Especially noticeable around monsoon onset.

Populations increase dramatically after rains.

Some species appear suddenly from outside the local area.

Examples (regional, not exhaustive):

Vanessa, Catopsilia, Junonia
These species avoid the dry season spatially rather than physiologically.


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

If no butterfly was killed over the course of this study, there are no ethical issues – otherwise permits will be required and methods explained.
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