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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides integrative taxonomic confirmation of Coccinella septempunctata using both morphological and molecular tools from the Northwestern Himalayan region. The documentation of elytral polymorphism along with COI barcoding strengthens regional taxonomic validation. The study also highlights ecological interaction with Berberis lycium, contributing to biodiversity and biological control literature. It adds valuable baseline barcode data for Indian Coccinellidae.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and reflects the content of the manuscript. However, it may be slightly shortened for clarity. Suggested title: “Integrative Taxonomic Confirmation and Elytral Polymorphism of Coccinella septempunctata from Himachal Pradesh, Northwestern Himalaya.”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive. However, it may include the GenBank accession number and a clearer mention of the 99.22% BLAST similarity result. Minor language polishing is recommended.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. Morphological descriptions, genitalia studies, and molecular validation are appropriate. However, minor inconsistencies in dates (e.g., 30.iv.19 vs 2024) should be verified. Statistical or comparative discussion on polymorphism could be slightly strengthened.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are adequate and include several recent studies (2024–2025). However, inclusion of one or two recent Indian molecular taxonomy studies on Coccinellidae would strengthen the discussion.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is generally understandable but requires minor grammatical corrections and sentence restructuring for scholarly clarity. Professional language editing is recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures should be properly aligned and labelled clearly (e.g., Fig. 2 formatting). Ensure uniform formatting of references and italicization of scientific names throughout.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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