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	Optional/General comments


	Brief Reviewer’s comments on the paper: 

Seri-biodiversity and Sustainable Sericulture: Integrating Forest Conservation and Rural Livelihood in India

The manuscript is an authenticated piece of research by the author(s).  Sericulture is an important means of rural livelihood with more involvement of the womenfolk. My experience of working with the tribal communities, especially women, in the North East Region, India, has helped me to get insights into how this can contribute to rural development and rural transformation. 

           Next to China, India stands out as a major contributor to silk production. India is the only country in the world producing all four commercially important varieties of natural silk, Mulberry, Eri, Tasar and Muga. 

          The author has scholarly explored that by integrating environmental conservation with socio-economic growth, sericulture exemplifies a sustainable, eco-friendly rural enterprise that harmonises biodiversity conservation with inclusive development.


Although briefly, the author has referred to the forest ecosystems and traditional tribal communities. In my opinion, this area has much wisdom that is passed down from generation to generation, and our tribal communities run a circular economy and are sustainable. In that context, our rural communities, especially women, are climate activists. They are climate-resilient artisans. There is enough scope for immersive research in this domain. 

The author has rightly and appropriately quoted that rapid deforestation, land-use changes and habitat fragmentation have posed significant threats to the sustainability of forest-based sericulture. The conversion of forest lands into tea plantations, agricultural fields and industrial zones has resulted in the depletion of host plant resources and the degradation of natural habitats essential for wild silkworm populations. Such ecological disturbances not only reduce silkworm productivity but also endanger the genetic diversity of these economically important insect species. He has related the SDGs appropriately. 

         The strategies, such as in-situ and ex-situ conservation of host plants, proposed are worth mentioning.  It seems that he has consulted and studied the secondary sources significantly in writing this paper. 

         I recommend accepting the manuscript in its present shape for publication.   
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