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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly significant for the scientific community as it highlights lake sediments as critical but often overlooked reservoirs of multidrug-resistant pathogenic bacteria, particularly in freshwater systems used for drinking water. By documenting resistance to clinically important antibiotics, including carbapenems and quinolones, the study provides valuable evidence linking environmental contamination to emerging public health risks. Overall, this work strengthens the environmental–clinical interface of antimicrobial resistance research and supports the need for integrated monitoring, wastewater management, and policy-driven mitigation strategies
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	YES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	YES
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	YES
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	YES
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	YES
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a timely and globally relevant issue by investigating antibiotic resistance in freshwater lake sediments, an environmental compartment that is often underrepresented in routine monitoring programs. The study is well structured, with clear methodology and comprehensive interpretation of results, and it effectively links environmental contamination with public health implications. The selection of Poondi Lake, a major drinking water source, further enhances the societal relevance of the work. With minor refinements in language consistency and strengthened discussion on policy and management implications, the manuscript has strong potential to contribute meaningfully to environmental microbiology and antimicrobial resistance research.
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