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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical environmental and public health issue by documenting microbial pollution in an urban river that serves as an important water source for surrounding communities. The study contributes valuable baseline data on microbial contamination in the Nworie River, a water body that has received limited recent scientific attention despite its socio-economic importance. By linking microbial loads to potential health risks, the manuscript reinforces the role of microbiological assessment in water quality monitoring and public health protection. The findings are relevant for environmental scientists, microbiologists, and policymakers working on freshwater management and sanitation in developing regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally suitable and reflects the core theme of the study. However, it is somewhat broad and could be made more concise and specific to improve clarity and impact.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is largely comprehensive and clearly presents the study background, methodology, key findings, and public health relevance. The inclusion of microbial counts and comparison with regulatory standards strengthens its scientific value.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript addresses a valid research question and employs generally accepted microbiological methods. The findings clearly indicate significant microbial contamination of the river and are supported by relevant literature. However, some methodological clarifications are required, particularly regarding sampling procedures and consistency between results and discussion. These issues are correctable and do not invalidate the overall scientific contribution of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are extensive and largely appropriate, including several recent studies (2020–2024). The authors have adequately cited both regional and international literature.

Suggestions:
-Reduce reliance on very old references where newer studies are available.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally understandable and appropriate for academic writing. However, the manuscript would benefit from moderate language editing to improve clarity, sentence structure, and conciseness, particularly in the Introduction and Discussion sections.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this is a relevant and potentially impactful study addressing microbial pollution and public health risks in an urban river system. While the manuscript has clear strengths in topic relevance and data presentation, it requires careful revision to improve methodological clarity, focus, and language quality.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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