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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides region-specific, field-based evidence on the ecological associations and seasonal nesting dynamics of Oecophylla smaragdina, an ecologically and economically important arboreal ant species that remains underexplored in southern Indian agro-ecosystems. By documenting host plant diversity, seasonal variability, and inter-annual trends across contrasting districts, the study advances understanding of how vegetation structure and climate interact to shape arboreal ant–plant relationships. The findings contribute valuable baseline data for ecological monitoring, biodiversity conservation, and the application of weaver ants as sustainable biological control agents. 


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is generally comprehensive and well structured, as it clearly outlines the background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and ecological significance of the study. It effectively highlights the study area, duration, host plant diversity, seasonal dynamics, and the relevance of Oecophylla smaragdina as a biological control agent.

                              However, a few minor refinements could further strengthen it. You may consider briefly mentioning the sampling duration (two consecutive years) and the monthly survey approach to improve methodological clarity


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The current reference list includes several foundational and relevant studies on weaver ants, ant ecology, host-plant associations, and biological control, and covers key historical research. 
           However, most cited works are older (pre-2015) with only a few recent publications (e.g., Exélis et al. 2023). For a manuscript submitted in 2025/2026, the references could be strengthened by including additional up-to-date studies that reflect the latest advances in weaver ant ecology, climate impacts on arboreal ants, and applications in sustainable pest management.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes suitable.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well written and presents clear, region-specific insights into the nesting ecology and host plant associations of Oecophylla smaragdina. The methodology is appropriate and the results are logically interpreted in relation to existing literature, highlighting the ecological and applied significance of the findings.                       With minor refinements in language and the inclusion of a few more recent references, the study would make a valuable contribution to the fields of ant ecology and sustainable agro-ecosystem management.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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