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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides the first documented occurrence of the irregular echinoid Ditremaster from the Eocene Kapurdi Formation of the Barmer Basin, thereby filling a major biogeographic and stratigraphic gap in the echinoid fossil record of western India. By reporting material from a horizon previously unrecorded for echinoids, the study significantly expands the known paleogeographic range and ecological distribution of the genus. The detailed morphological description of the specimens offers valuable new data for understanding spatangoid evolution, dispersal patterns, and paleoenvironmental conditions during the early Paleogene. Consequently, this work contributes meaningfully to regional palaeontology, marine paleoecology, and the broader reconstruction of Eocene biodiversity and sedimentary environments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Your original title is acceptable and sufficiently clear
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Your abstract is scientifically sound, clearly identifies a new occurrence of Ditremaster, and mentions the locality, stratigraphy, and broader paleobiogeographic significance
Expand the paleobiogeographic importance

Currently you say it “widens distribution,” but you can add what that means:
“…indicating previously unrecognized dispersal routes and environmental tolerance of spatangoids along the western Indian margin during the Eocene.”
This adds scientific depth.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes the manuscript is scientifically correct and internally consistent.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes ,the references are adequate and appropriate for a paleontological manuscript describing an Eocene echinoid occurrence
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript communicates the scientific content effectively, and its structure is clear. However, the English/grammar quality requires improvement to reach the level expected in scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript presents a valuable addition to the paleontological record of western India by documenting a new occurrence of the irregular echinoid Ditremaster from the Eocene Kapurdi Formation of the Barmer Basin. The work is scientifically sound and contributes meaningful information on regional stratigraphy, echinoid diversity, and Paleogene paleoenvironmental conditions. The discovery is noteworthy because it expands the known paleogeographic range of the genus and provides new insight into the depositional setting of the Fuller’s Earth horizons.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	there are no apparent ethical issues.
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