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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the field of leech taxonomy by documenting Poecilobdella tarubalaae sp. nov., a newly discovered species from Karnataka, India. The work enriches our understanding of the genus Poecilobdella and increases the known leech diversity in India to six species. It also provides useful morphological data that will serve as a valuable reference for future taxonomic, ecological, and biodiversity studies. Discoveries like this are vital for understanding species distribution and for the long-term conservation of freshwater ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and informative.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is brief and gives a general idea of the work, but it would benefit from better structure and more emphasis on the discovery’s significance.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound and the taxonomic identification is well-supported by morphological data.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is solid and covers both classic and recent works in leech taxonomy.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable but would benefit from language polishing for grammar, flow, and readability
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is valuable for expanding regional knowledge of leech fauna in southern India.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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