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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript provides valuable insights into foot health problems in captive Asiatic elephants, a critically important welfare concern in conservation settings. It is the first systematic investigation reporting antimicrobial resistance patterns of Citrobacter youngae and Aerococcus viridans in elephant foot lesions across Central India. The findings contribute evidence for treatment planning and veterinary decision-making in conservation centres. The study supports improved biosecurity, monitored antibiotic usage, and timely intervention in captive elephants.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is suitable, informative and reflects the core scope of the study.
No change is required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive.
Suggested improvement:
· Add numerical data for prevalence % of lesions if possible.
· Add a concluding sentence clearly stating the implication for elephant health and conservation.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and include recent sources (2021–2024).
A few additional recent references on antimicrobial resistance in wildlife could strengthen the discussion, but not mandatory.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
No
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