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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study makes a significant contribution to the understanding of marine biodiversity along the Indian coast by documenting Alpheus longiforceps for the first time in this region. The work is well-supported by detailed morphological analyses and thorough comparisons with specimens from the Indo-West and North-West Pacific. The precise description of diagnostic traits—particularly coloration patterns and morphometric variations—strengthens the accuracy of species identification. Overall, the findings broaden the known geographical distribution of A. longiforceps and highlight the importance of bycatch surveys as valuable tools for revealing new regional faunal records.
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	A well-documented and significant contribution to crustacean taxonomy and biogeography.
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