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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is important for the scientific community as it provides detailed information on aphidophagous predators and their interactions with aphids and host plants in the western Himalaya. It offers essential data for biodiversity monitoring and understanding predator–prey–plant dynamics. The study also emphasizes the importance of conserving beneficial predators to support sustainable pest management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Biodiversity and Tri-Trophic Linkages of Aphidophagous Predators across Northern Himalayan Ecosystems
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	  The abstract is comprehensive and clearly summarizes the study’s scope, key findings, and significance. However, a few improvements are recommended:

- Add a brief statement of the study’s objective and methods at the beginning.

- Condense the detailed species lists and focus on major predator groups.

-  Include a concise quantitative summary (total species and associations).

- Strengthen the concluding sentence to highlight broader ecological and conservation implications.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	   The manuscript appears to be scientifically sound. The information on aphidophagous predator groups (spiders, coccinellids, lacewings, syrphids, anthocorids) and their tri-trophic interactions with aphids and host plants is accurate and consistent with current entomological and ecological knowledge. The inclusion of quantitative data on predator diversity and the number of tri-trophic associations strengthens the scientific reliability of the study. However, the manuscript could be improved by briefly describing the data collection methods and any statistical analyses used to assess predator diversity and interactions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally sufficient and relevant, covering a wide range of topics such as aphidophagous predators (Coccinellidae, Syrphidae, Neuroptera, spiders), tri-trophic interactions (aphid–predator–plant), and the regional context of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. Foundational works as well as several review papers (e.g., Singh 2025–2026; Bhat et al., 2020) are included, providing a comprehensive overview of the subject.

However, it should be noted that  most of the sources are relatively old  with many from the 1980s to 2017. While some recent references (2023–2025) are included, adding a few more up-to-date studies would strengthen the manuscript by reflecting the latest advances in aphid predator research, functional ecology, and tri-trophic interactions.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and English quality of the article are generally suitable for scholarly communication. The terminology is appropriate, the content is clearly presented, and the scientific findings are well-articulated. However, some sentences are long and could benefit from minor grammatical and stylistic refinements to improve readability and flow. Overall, the manuscript is understandable and appropriate for publication in an academic journal.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is well-organized and provides a comprehensive documentation of aphidophagous predators and their tri-trophic associations with aphids and host plants in Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. It highlights predator diversity and ecological roles, while demonstrating their potential in sustainable pest management. The research offers valuable insights for biodiversity monitoring, developing integrated pest management strategies, and conserving beneficial predators. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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