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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper is significant for the scholarly community because:

1) it examines in depth the relationship between presidential pardon policy and institutional governance in the Nigerian drug eradication effort, an issue rarely studied systematically.

2) it makes a conceptual contribution by integrating deterrence theory and institutional legitimacy theory to assess the impact of politics on the legal effectiveness and morality of law enforcement institutions such as the National Drug and Crime (NDLEA).

3) it enriches the literature on criminology and public policy in Africa by offering a dialectical approach that balances humanitarianism (compassion) and law enforcement (deterrence).

4) it has the potential to serve as an important reference for researchers, policymakers, and international institutions focused on pardon policy reform, institutional integrity, and the war on drugs in developing countries

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title needs to be refined to be more descriptive and directly show the focus on narcotics policy and institutional legitimacy, suggested title: Presidential Pardon and Its Implications for Drug Control Policy and Institutional Legitimacy in Nigeria

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	add one sentence to the abstract for example that this study provides a new perspective on the relationship between presidential clemency policy and the institutional governance of anti-narcotics law enforcement in Nigeria.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	references are still lacking, too few and references are still found with years more than 10 years, so it is necessary to add references with a minimum number of 40 references with a year gap of less than 10 years
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The english quality is suitable
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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