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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper provides a significant analysis of the criminal justice in Nigeria in the twilight of presidential clemency and national drug control policy. By linking the exercise of executive pardon with theories of deterrence and institutional legitimacy, it contributes the academic discussions on how political decision-making formulates the law enforcement performance and public confidence. 


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes the title of the articles summarizes the central theme and it is thought provoking.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is detailed, inserts the reader to the main topics discussed by the author. It effectively links presidential pardons to institutional legitimacy and deterrence, highlighting the study’s relevance. However, at some points it could be more readable. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Absolutely yes. Each point of view is justified by many arguments based on bibliography. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. There are many references from various sources
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. There are no grammar or syntax mistakes and the language used is formal. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript provides a detailed analysis of the intersection between presidential clemency and drug control policy in Nigeria. It analyses the importance of criminal justice, and institutional integrity by examining how political discretion in the use of pardons can influence deterrence, public trust, and policy implementation. The arguments offered are well grounded and legitimate. 

The argumentation is conceptually strong and well-grounded in relevant theories of deterrence and legitimacy. Very engaging manuscript
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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