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	PART  1: Review Comments



	Compulsory REVISION comments


	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant for the scientific community as it provides a comprehensive analysis of haematological and biochemical alterations associated with canine ehrlichiosis, a condition that poses serious health risks to dogs and has implications for veterinary practices. By detailing the clinical manifestations and laboratory findings, it enhances the understanding of the disease's progression and significance, which is essential for timely diagnosis and treatment. Furthermore, the study's emphasis on the correlation between reticulocyte counts and the bone marrow's response to anemia contributes valuable insights that may guide future research and clinical protocols. Personally, I appreciate this manuscript for its detailed methodology and rigorous data analysis, which collectively advance the knowledge base in veterinary medicine and offer a solid foundation for subsequent investigations into canine infectious diseases.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable as it clearly indicates the focus of the study on reticulocyte count and its relevance to canine ehrlichiosis. It effectively highlights the purpose of the research and its potential impact on diagnostics and therapy.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract you provided offers a solid overview of the study, but it could be enhanced for clarity and comprehensiveness. Here are some suggestions for improvement:

Suggestions for Improvement:

Background Context:

Addition: Include a brief statement about the prevalence or impact of canine ehrlichiosis and its association with anaemia before diving into the specifics. This could help underscore the importance of the study.

Objectives:

Clarification: The abstract mentions "understanding and managing anemia,” but it would benefit from a clearer statement of the study’s specific objectives, such as investigating the prognostic value of reticulocyte counts in dogs with ehrlichiosis.

Methodology:

Clarification: Expand on the method used for measuring reticulocyte count. Briefly explain how ribosomal RNA reacts with new methylene blue (NMB) to provide context for readers who may not be familiar with this technique.

Results:

Detail: While specific values are given for various haematological parameters, it would enhance the abstract to include more explicit results about the statistical significance of these findings (e.g., p-values) to strengthen the conclusions drawn from the data.

Conclusions:

Addition: The abstract could benefit from a concluding sentence summarizing the broader implications of the findings, indicating how they might affect diagnostic and therapeutic strategies in veterinary medicine.

Language and Clarity:

Simplification: Consider simplifying phrases like "non-regenerative form of the condition" to "canine anemia can be classified as either regenerative or non-regenerative." This would improve readability.


	

	Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?
	Yes
	

	Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that this manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript appears to be scientifically robust and technically sound due to its methodical approach to investigating the prognostic value of reticulocyte counts in canine ehrlichiosis. It employs a well-defined study design with a substantial sample size of 212 dogs, which enhances the reliability and generalizability of the findings. The use of appropriate diagnostic techniques, such as PCR for pathogen confirmation and rigorous hematological analyses, underscores the scientific rigor of the methodology. Furthermore, the clear presentation of significant results, along with their implications for clinical practice, supports the manuscript's contribution to the understanding of anemia in dogs and reinforces its relevance in veterinary medicine. Overall, the combination of solid methodology, relevant findings, and clear implications demonstrates the scientific correctness of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.

-
	Older studies can still be relevant, but recent research is crucial for supporting current practices and understanding.. Here are some specific suggestions for recent references that could be relevant to a manuscript discussing reticulocyte counts and canine ehrlichiosis:

1. Reviews on Canine Ehrlichiosis:

· Rani, M., et al. (2021). "Canine Ehrlichiosis: A Comprehensive Review." Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine, 35(4), 1802-1812.

· This review covers the clinical manifestations, diagnostic approaches, and management of canine ehrlichiosis.

2. Studies on Anemia in Dogs:

· Little, S. E., et al. (2022). "Canine Anemia: An Overview of Causes and Diagnostic Approaches." Veterinary Clinics of North America: Small Animal Practice, 52(1), 115-131.

· This article discusses various causes of anemia in dogs, including infections and the use of reticulocyte counts in diagnostics.

3. Research on Reticulocyte Count Methods:

· Zini, E., et al. (2021). "Reticulocyte Counting in Dogs: Comparison of Manual and Automated Methods." Veterinary Clinical Pathology, 50(3), 424-429.

· This study evaluates the accuracy of different methods for measuring reticulocyte counts in dogs, providing insight into the best practices for clinicians.

4. Canine Hematology:

· Thrall, M. A., et al. (2018). "Veterinary Hematology and Clinical Chemistry." Wiley Blackwell.

· A comprehensive textbook that provides valuable information on hematological disorders in dogs, including anemia and reticulocyte responses.

5. Veterinary Guidelines:

· American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) (2021). "AAHA Canine Vaccination Guidelines."

· While this may not focus directly on anemia, guidelines from established veterinary organizations provide foundational knowledge and care standards that support the context of the manuscript.

6. Epidemiology of Canine Infectious Diseases:

· Kohn, B., et al. (2020). "The Epidemiology of Canine Infectious Diseases: A Review of the Literature." Before the Clinician, 7(2), 45-50.

· This review highlights patterns of infectious diseases in dogs, including ehrlichiosis and its associated complications, which could support the background section.


	

	Minor REVISION comments

Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes

	

	Optional/General comments


	Here are some general comments you might consider including regarding the manuscript:

Overall Contribution: The manuscript provides valuable insights into the relationship between reticulocyte counts and anemia in dogs affected by ehrlichiosis. It addresses a relevant clinical question that can have practical implications for veterinary practices.

Methodology: The study design is robust, with a substantial sample size that enhances the reliability of the findings. The diagnostic techniques employed, including PCR and extensive hematological evaluation, demonstrate a high level of rigor in the research process.

Clarity and Structure: The manuscript is generally well-organized, with logical progression from the introduction through to the conclusion. However, consider adding more detailed subsections within the Results and Discussion sections to facilitate reader understanding.

References and Context: While the references appear to support the study adequately, a few more recent articles could enhance the background context and provide a more comprehensive overview of the current state of knowledge on canine ehrlichiosis and anaemia. A balance of primary research articles and reviews would strengthen the literature base.

Language and Style: The overall language quality is suitable for scholarly communication, with clear and concise expression of ideas. Minor grammatical or stylistic adjustments could be made for improved clarity and flow.

Figures and Tables: If applicable, consider including additional tables or figures to present key data and results visually. This can enhance comprehension and make the data more accessible to readers.

Future Directions: The discussion of potential future research directions is a nice addition that could be expanded further to provide a more comprehensive outlook on how the findings could inform ongoing studies in veterinary medicine.

Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes the key findings effectively; however, consider reiterating the clinical significance of these findings for better emphasis.

Overall, the manuscript shows a strong commitment to advancing knowledge in veterinary medicine, and with some minor adjustments, it has the potential to contribute meaningfully to the field.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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