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	1: Review Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s feedback 

	Compulsory REVISION comments

1. Is the manuscript important for scientific community?

      (Please write few sentences on this manuscript)

2. Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)

3. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive?

4. Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?

5. Do you think the manuscript is scientifically correct?

6. Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestion of additional references, please mention in the review form.

(Apart from above mentioned 6 points, reviewers are free to provide additional suggestions/comments)


	Here are some of my comments on the introduction:

· While the authors defined esterases well, they could consider simplifying the explanation. For instance, they might say, "Esterases are enzymes that break down esters into acids and alcohols." This simplification can make it more accessible to a broader audience.

· The introduction includes historical references to Loevenhart and Seligman & Nachlas. While these references add depth, the authors may consider providing a more recent reference or summarizing the historical context to connect with current research.

· The introduction would benefit from a clearer structure. For instance, the authors could start with a general introduction to esterases, their functions, and their significance in different fields before delving into specific topics like tissue-specific patterns, genetic markers, and the effects of pesticides. This would help the reader follow the logic of your research.

· Ensure consistent use of terminology. For example, "esterases" and "carboxylesterases" are used interchangeably; the authors might clarify this for the reader.

· The paragraph discussing inhibitors (Paraoxon, Eserine, pCMB) and the classification of esterases is quite technical. Consider providing a brief explanation or context for these terms.

· The introduction could more explicitly state the research goals or questions that the present study aims to address.

· Ensuring that the introduction connects the research to current scientific understanding is important. Mention recent studies or discoveries in the field and how this present work fits into this context.

The title is OK

For the Abstract, the authors might consider the comments/suggestions below.

Start the abstract by introducing the species "Heteropneustes fossilis" and provide some context or background about the fish to make it more accessible to a wider audience. Clearly state the objective or purpose of the study. What were you trying to achieve by studying esterase polymorphism in these tissues? In the current abstract, there is a mention of the tissues studied (intestine, muscle, brain) and the types of esterases found, but it lacks details on the methods used for the study. Consider briefly mentioning the experimental methods or techniques used for the esterase analysis. Provide a summary of the key findings or patterns observed in the esterase polymorphism in these tissues. What are the implications or significance of these findings? Conclude the abstract by summarizing the importance of the research or potential applications of the findings. How does this study contribute to the field of research or relevant applications?

Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?

The methodology part/section is vague. It does not show the subsections or clear protocol in each process. It lacks specific details about the experimental procedures. Provide a step-by-step description of how the esterases were analyzed in the different tissues. What equipment or techniques were used for electrophoresis? What were the specific conditions of the experiments? In the inhibitors and classification, it mentions the use of inhibitors for classifying esterases but doesn't elaborate on the experimental setup. Describe how these inhibitors were applied, the concentrations used, and the rationale for their selection. Provide more context about the choice of Heteropneustes fossilis and the selected tissues (intestine, muscle, and brain). Why were these tissues chosen, and what makes them relevant to the study?
	

	Minor REVISION comments


	Please rewrite the manuscript following the correct use of the subsections/subheadings.  Also, kindly follow/consider the above comments.
	

	Optional comments
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