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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research presents a well-documented, voucher-supported genetic and morphological baseline for Labeo catla populations in Khairi Dam, which is crucial for future population genetics research, conservation programs, and sustainable management of aquatic resources in the region. This work stands as a practical example of how integrative taxonomy can effectively address real-world challenges in biodiversity assessment and aquaculture practices.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable. No alternative title is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract of the article is comprehensive.

I don’t suggest the addition or deletion of any points in this section.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript’s experimental design, evidence convergence, and transparent voucher curation fully meet scientific standards for taxonomic research.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally sufficient and highly relevant, However, a few additional recent (2023–2025) publications would further strengthen and update the reference list, especially due to the rapid progress in molecular fisheries research.

To further enhance coverage and recency, consider adding:
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Nahavandi, R. (2024). Fish DNA barcoding: A review. International Journal of Biological Reports, 2(2), 17-33.

Manam, V. K., & Quraishi, M. A. (2024). Comprehensive review on Indian major carps: An integrated approach to pond cultivation, nutrition, and health management for sustainable aquaculture. International Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Studies, 12(1), 01-12.

Filonzi, L., Ardenghi, A., Rontani, P. M., Voccia, A., Ferrari, C., Papa, R., ... & Nonnis Marzano, F. (2023). Molecular barcoding: A tool to guarantee correct seafood labelling and quality and preserve the conservation of endangered species. Foods, 12(12), 2420.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript’s English quality is well within standards expected for scholarly articles in peer-reviewed journals. It would likely require only minimal editorial polishing and copyediting rather than substantive language revisions.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This work represents a solid contribution to integrative taxonomy and aquaculture genetics with clear implications for species verification and resource management in Indian freshwater systems.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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