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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community as it compiles and reviews the potential of stingless bee culture (meliponiculture) as a sustainable practice in agriculture and rural development. It highlights the ecological role of stingless bees as efficient pollinators, their contribution to biodiversity conservation, and their potential to enhance crop productivity under changing environmental conditions. By integrating ecological services with livelihood opportunities, this manuscript contributes to advancing sustainable agricultural practices and promoting biodiversity-friendly rural development strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is fairly comprehensive as it introduces stingless bees, their products, and their role in sustainable agriculture. However, it could be improved by briefly highlighting the challenges in meliponiculture and future research directions. Deletion of overly descriptive details about nesting habits may also help keep it concise and focused.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct as it is well-supported with references from reliable sources and aligns with established knowledge on stingless bee biology and meliponiculture. The information on species diversity, foraging behavior, and by-products is consistent with published literature. Minor refinements in data presentation and clarity could further strengthen its scientific rigor
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references included are sufficient and cover both classical and modern works on stingless bees and meliponiculture. However, some references are relatively old, and adding more recent studies from the last five years would enhance the manuscript’s relevance. Suggested additions include recent works on stingless bee pollination efficiency, climate resilience, and commercialization strategies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the article is generally suitable for scholarly publication, with clear explanations and appropriate technical terms. However, some sentences are lengthy and could be refined for better readability and flow. Minor grammatical corrections and improved structuring would enhance the overall academic quality.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript provides valuable insights into the role of stingless bees in sustainable agriculture and rural development. Greater emphasis on practical challenges, training needs, and policy support could make it more applicable for wider adoption. Overall, it is a well-prepared review with strong potential to benefit both researchers and practitioners.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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