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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study tackles a significant agricultural challenge: the invasive Giant African Snail (Achatina fulica), which damages over 500 plant species. 

The key finding,that spinach serves as a highly preferred host while custard apple leaves act as a natural repellentoffers practical solutions. Farmers could potentially use spinach as a trap crop to protect valuable produce, or develop biopesticides from custard apple leaves. This approach might reduce dependence on synthetic pesticides, which I see as a valuable contribution.

The lab methodology appears robust and provides reliable data on feeding preferences. 

These results help address key knowledge gaps about this pest's behavior, particularly the clear preference hierarchy observed. 

From my perspective, these insights are especially relevant for regions like India's Marathwada, where snail infestations cause substantial crop losses annually. The practical applications could make a real difference in affected communities.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Your current title is totally fine and it gets the job done and clearly says what the study is about. But you can use:

 ((Spinach as a Preferred Host and Custard Apple as a Natural Repellent: Laboratory Evaluation of Achatina fulica Feeding Behavior)) 

Or

 ((Laboratory Assessment of Host Plant Preference in Giant African Snail (Achatina fulica): Identifying Trap Crops and Repellent Species)).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Your abstract covers the essentials well! It clearly states the goal, methods (no-choice/choice tests), and key findings especially that snails like spinach and avoid custard apple .finally,

Briefly hint at the practical use of these findings .
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, in my opinion this study is scientifically robust. The experimental design , standardized methodsand statistical rigor lend credibility. however, table 2’s notation needs explicit labels for transformed values and field applicability claims should acknowledge potential risks and note that field validation is pending.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient but could be strengthened.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript's English requires moderate editing to meet publication standards. simplify jargon-heavy sentences and define acronyms at first use , like CRD in Abstract. also Use (((okra fruit))) or ((okra pods))) uniformly. finally, engage a technical English editor.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Briefly explaining that why custard apple repels snails would enrich the discussion.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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