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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable new distribution records for two marine sponges: Stelletta clavosa (first record in the Gulf of Kachchh) and Dragmacidon coccineum (first record for the Indian subcontinent from Lakshadweep). 

The findings are significant for updating regional biodiversity inventories in important biogeographic zones.

However, this manuscript requires attention,  figures lack proper embedding and captions also the genus name is misspelled (Stellata) in Figure 1 captions.

In my opinion, the discussion of the manuscript, while confirming the records within the known Indian fauna, would benefit from briefly elaborating on the specific biogeographic significance of these range extensions, particularly given the distant type localities.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title "On Two Sponge Records along the East Coast of India" is unsuitable due to a critical geographic inaccuracy, Gulf of Kachchh is on India’s west coast (search again) and  also Lakshadweep lies west of the Indian mainland (search again). so, neither site is on the east coast.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the manuscript is comprehensive but requires refinement. The location of the East Coast of India must be edit. In Methodology, briefly mention diagnostic techniques used and in 

biogeographic significance, state why these records matter. Finally, ensure species names are italicized.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript presents valid first records. However, critical geographic errors undermine accuracy, the title and also the abstract misplace both study sites on India’s east coast, they are unequivocally on the west coast, offshore.

 It seems figure presentation is flawed, inconsistent labeling Also, while anthropogenic threats are noted, their direct relevance to the new findings remains implicit rather than explicit. Correcting figure issues is essential to uphold scientific credibility.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient but lack key updates,

They are sufficient for taxonomy and regional context only. So for improve your work, Add recent sponge biodiversity works for India, specially Lakshadweep after 2020 , also include conservation-focused studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally suitable but requires editting for much  clarity,  such as, grammatical errors, passive voice overuse, and vague phrasing. It seems, proofreading for syntax and adherence to journal style is essential.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Move the standalone Gujarat sponge checklist to supplementary material or briefly summarize its relevance in the discussion and also

use consistent subheadings for both species’ "Description" sections to enhance readability and comparability for readers.  
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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