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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· With the emergence of microplastics research as a new area for environmental concern, this is a significant paper for adding information related to MPs.

· As one of the researchers on the presence of MPs in different environmental settings, this can be a highly impactful paper for other researchers, especially in the Philippines.

· I highly suggest for this paper to be published given that the following comments or suggestions be considered. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title is as is. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Abstract of the paper is comprehensive and concise. 

· I suggest that the scientific name of the bivalve samples are outside the parentheses, in short term, put the English/common name inside the parentheses.  

· Add 2 or more keywords which bear emphasis on your paper.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· The paper is scientifically correct. It delves into the presence of MPs in marine organisms which are usually eaten in the country of origin. 

· Also, please provide pictures/photo samples of identified MPs. Tabulate this.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· References are sufficient, however, if I may, I suggest the following papers for references, they may be not too technical in terms of methodology, but this may help the researchers in explaining their data.
· Detection and Identification of Microplastics from Locally Sold Fishes in Borongan City, Samar Island, Philippines

· AVG Nibalvos, CT Nibalvos, LDA Acorin

· Open Journal of Ecology 14 (11), 845-856

· Microplastic detection and identification in edible bivalves from Dolores and Oras, Eastern Samar

· AVG Nibalvos, CT Nibalvos, MT Obina

· Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology 8 (6), 5766-5779
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	· Language is appropriate.
· 
	

	Optional/General comments


	· On Table 1, use scientific names, not common or local names
· Always use scientific names on all your discussions relating your samples

· Parenthesize local or common names, 

· e.g. Venerupis philippinarum (Manila clam)

· the researchers have a statement here “Estimations were also done to assess the risk of microplastics in bivalves on human health.” However, the data is not given on the paper. Please provide the estimation in assessing the risk, or omit this statement.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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