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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides the first documented evidence of the presence of the SHB in Bapatla, marking a significant addition to the known distribution of this invasive pest in India. The finding is important, as it poses a serious threat to A. mellifera colonies by damaging combs, contaminating honey, and weakening colony health. Early detection and reporting of such invasive species are critical for implementing timely management strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	I would suggest as follows: “First Record of the Small Hive Beetle (Aethina tumida) in Apis mellifera Colonies in Bapatla, Andhra Pradesh, India”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is not comprehensive in its current form. It does not clearly describe the purpose of the study, the techniques and methods used, the major findings with key data, or the main conclusions. Additionally, it does not follow the required sub-sections. Please refer to the Author Guidelines of the journal.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically valid in its core findings, but it requires improved methodological detail and data presentation to fully meet publication standards.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are not sufficient; more recent and relevant sources should be incorporated to strengthen the article. Additionally, please ensure that each reference includes a working link or DOI for verification and accessibility.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Needs improvements
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is not suitable for publication in its present form and would require major revisions before being reconsidered. However, the study is valuable as it attempts to confirm a new record of the Small Hive Beetle from Bapatla, Andhra Pradesh, India.
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