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Abstract:
A survey along the west coast of India revealed a new genus record , Prosthiostomum sp 1., from Kavaratti Island, Lakshadweep and Pseudobiceros sp 12, a new species record in Gulf of Kachchh, Boria Island, Gujarat.
Two new species to record to the west coast of the subcontinent have been annotated as an updated checklist of the polyclads of India, which shows representatives from 8 families and 17 genera. 
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Introduction:
The Platyhelminthes or flatworms are bilaterally symmetrical, dorsoventrally flattened vermiform animals without coelom, definitive anus and skeletal system making them soft and flexible (Hyman, 1959). The order Polycladia belonging to the class Turbellaria under this phylum are broad flattened forms usually smooth, with numerous eyes and radiating nervous system. These flatworms are free-living, exclusively marine and usually bottom dwellers (sometimes swimming). They are fragile and brightly coloured worms. They are generally found gliding along the substratum using body undulation formed by their ciliary action. They live in the shallow depths of the sea except few species, which are found even at greater depths. 
Polycladia occurring in coral reefs usually have striking colour patterns when compared to their other counterparts and are also mostly cryptic. Although their colour pattern makes them easily recognisable, their cryptic nature makes them one of the poorly studied groups.  Worldwide, this animal group consists of approximately 27801 species (as per GBIF Backbone Taxonomy), of which 2008 species belonging to 722 genera, 184 families and 33 orders of Platyhelminthes have so far been reported in India (Ghosh and Sreeraj, 2024). 
The genus was set up due to the presence of duplicated male reproductive structures, smooth dorsal surface, complex folded pseudo tentacles and a simple ruffled pharynx. It was also noted that most species belonging to this genus needed redescription. 
        Certain genera of Polyclads show a large variation in colour and pattern, morphologically speaking. This maybe related to the content of the intestinal branches, geographical location and habitat  (Newman & Cannon 1994; 1997;2000; 2003; Bahia et al., 2014; Bolaños et al. 2016)
Pseudobiceros shows greatest diversity in the marine region of the Indo-Pacific . More than 75% of species belonging to Pseudoceros and Pseudobiceros have been described from this region. 
With the increase in knowledge of collection techniques, demure species of Polyclads are also being studied extensively. Tsuyuki et al, 2021 and Liu et al, 2024 are classic examples of new species being added to the genus due to the techniques and technology available in its study. 

Methodology:
COLLECTION - SPECIES - 1 
Gulf of Kachchh:
Boria Island is located in the Gulf of Kachchh at 22.24°N and 68.98°E. It is part of the Gulf of Kachchh Marine National Park. The Gulf of Kachchh Marine National Park is India’s first marine national park and was established in 1982. It consists of 42 islands including Pirotan, Narala, Ajad and Poshitra.

The animal was observed at Boria Island (Fig 1)during a SCUBA diving expedition at N 22 .24.327°N and 69 .12.854°E, Gulf of Kachchh (Fig 2) at a depth of 5” feet, sandy and clay mixed bottom and the sea floor was mostly dominated by Montipora sp among hard corals and Sinularia  sp among soft coral  fauna.
On November 21, 2016, 13.30 00hrs, underwater photographs were taken immediately as their colouration patterns are important characters for identification. The specimens couldn’t be collected as water current was heavy and hence species level description couldn’t be given here.  
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Fig 1: Sampling Site









      




IDENTIFICATION 
Taxonomy and Identification
Phylum: Platyhelminthes 
Subphylum: Phadbitophora 
Order: Polycladida
Suborder: Cotyles
Family: Pseudocerotidae
Genus: Pseudobiceros sp 12 Faubel, 1984

Dorsal surface smooth, body delicate, median raised, oval in shape and posteriorly tapering, margins with numerous deep ruffles. Pseudotentacle is like ear and well developed. Colouration: Body background is cream in colour with distinctly orange colured margin. There is a light yellowish orange band in junction of the dark marginal orange and the body (Fig 3 & 4)








The species could not be identified upto the species level since the animal could not be collected. A species similar to this animal was reported earlier from South Africa by Newman and Canon (2003), Mayotte Madagascar, Tanzania (Ryanskiy 2021) and it was recorded for the first 
time in India.



Fig 3 - Ex situ photograph of the animal, Pseudobiceros sp 12.
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Fig 4 - In situ photograph of the animal, Pseudobiceros sp 12.


COLLECTION - SPECIES - 2 
Lakshadweep Archipelago:
Lakshadweep is located off the west coast of India. It is an archipelago consisting of 36 islands situated in the Arabian Sea, approximately 220 to 440 kilometers away from Kochi, Kerala. Kavaratti which is the site of the collection is situated between 10.57°N and 72.64°E.

On another survey of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti Island in February 2024, a genus never reported from the archipelago, was collected at 10.31 N and 72.35 E. The species was found under dead coral rubble and was collected by gently teasing it onto a petri dish. The animal was photographed after being teased onto the petridish and placing it in a narcotising agent, 0.36M of Magnesium Chloride solution. Unfortunately the animal did not survive the journey back to the lab and autolysed. 



Figure 5: Sampling site, Kavaratti Island. 
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Taxonomy and Identification:
Phylum: Platyhelminthes 
Sub-Phylum: Rhabditophora 
Order: Polycladida
Suborder: Cotylea
Family: Prosthiostomidae
Genus: Prosthiostomum sp 1 Quatrefages, 1845

Due to the animal autolysis, identification up to the genus level alone was possible. The body was elongated with a rounded anterior margin. The dorsal surface was speckled with orange macular. A median white line is found on the dorsal surface of the body. A transverse white line was found in the anterior part of the body. The two cerebral eye clusters formed an inverted “V” shaped band below the anterior margin. The dorsal surface was smooth. Ventral surface showed no significant colour pattern. Ventral surface was found to be translucent.  As elaborated in Tsuyuki et al, 2019 these genera tend to have a lot of variation in colouration due to the gut content and other factors but the animal from the current study was a single specimen so this fact could not verified. 
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Figure 6 - The animal moving in the collection petri dish before introducing the narcotising agent

Checklist: 
A checklist of Polyclad species found in India has been prepared. The checklist reveals that only 8 families and 17 genera are represented in India. With India being a part of the Indo-Pacific tropical region, which shows a large number of species representations in other countries, this number seems to be bleak. 


TABLE 1 - Checklist of Polyclad Species of India
	SN
	Sub-Order
	Species 
	Locality in India 
	Reference for Locality in India
	Original Description

	1
	Acotylea, Planoceridae
	Paraplanocera oligoglena (Schmarda, 1859)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	East Coast of Ceylon

	2
	Cotylea, 
Boniniidae
	Boninia divae (Marcus and Marcus, 1968)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Venkatraman et al, 2015
	Curaçao

	3
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	 Cycloporus venetus (Newman & Cannon, 2002)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015
	Western Australia

	4
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Prostheceraeus fuscolineatus (Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	5
	Cotylea, Pericelidae
	Pericelis hymanae (Poulter, 1974)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Ghosh and Sreeraj, 2024 

Chandra K., et al, 2018
	Hawaii

	6
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	 Pseudobiceros bedfordi (Laidlaw, 1903)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
	Strait of Malacca

	7
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Acanthozoon alderi (Collingwood, 1876)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Bulnes and Raghunathan, 2018
	Labuan

	8
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Acanthozoon fuscobulbosom (Dixit, Sivaperuman & Raghunathan, 2018)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	9
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Acanthozoon sp.
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015
	

	10
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Bulaceros newcannorum (Dixit, 2021)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Manjebrayakath and Saravane, 2021
	Agatti Island, Lakshadweep 

	11
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Bulaceros porcellanus (Newman & Cannon, 1996)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Manjebrayakath and Saravane, 2022
	Australia

	12
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Phrikoceros fritillus (Newman & Cannon, 1996)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Heron Island, Australia 

	13
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Phrikoceros mopsus (Marcus, 1952)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015
	Brazil 

	14
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros damawan (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Australia

	15
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros fulgor (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Australia

	16
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros kryptos (Newman & Cannon, 1997)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Australia

	17
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros auranticrinus (Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	18
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros bifurcus (Prudhoe, 1989)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Africa

	19
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros concinnus (Collingwood, 1876)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	United Kingdom 

	20
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros confusus (Newman & Cannon, 1995)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
	Australia 

	21
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros cruentus (Newman & Cannon, 1998)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Australia

	22
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros imitatus (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Australia

	23
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros intermittus (Newman & Cannon, 1995)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
	Heron Island, Australia 

	24
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros irretitus (Newman & Cannon, 1998)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Sivaperuman and Raghunathan, 2014
	One Tree Island, Australia 

	25
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros jebborum (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Heron Island, Australia 

	26
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros leptostictus (Bock, 1913)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Western Australia

	27
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros meenae (Dixit, Sivaperuman & Raghunathan, 2018)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	28
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros nigropunctatus
Dixit, Raghunathan & (Chandra, 2017)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2017
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	29
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros rubronanus (Newman & Cannon, 1998)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
	Heron Island, Australia 

	30
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros scintillatus (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Heron Island, Australia 

	31
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros stimpsoni (Newman & Cannon, 1998)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Australia

	32
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros tristriatus (Hyman, 1959)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
	Western Caroline Islands 

	33
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros vishnui (Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017)
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	34
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Thysanozoon nigropapillosum  (Hyman, 1959) 
	Andaman and Nicobar
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
	Western Caroline Islands 

	35
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Tytthosoceros lizardensis (Newman & Cannon, 1996)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Gulf of Mannar
	Dixit, Sivaperuman and Raghunathan, 2014

Padmanaban et al, 2021
	Australia

	36
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros hancockanus (Collingwood, 1876)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Gulf of Mannar


Lakshadweep
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015


Padmanaban et al, 2021


Apte and Pitale, 2019
Dixit et al, 2021
	Heron Island, Australia 

	37
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros hymanae (Newman & Cannon, 1997)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Gulf of Mannar

Lakshadweep
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013
Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015

Padmanaban et el, 2020

Dixit et al,2019
	Madang, Papua New Guinea

	38
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros indicus (Newman & Schupp, 2002)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Gulf of Mannar

Lakshadweep
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2013


Padmanaban et al , 2020

Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Australia 

	39
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	 Pseudobiceros stellae (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Lakshadweep
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015


Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Heron Island, Australia 

	40
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros splendidus (Lang, 1884)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Heron Island, Australia 

	41
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros goslineri (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Andaman and Nicobar

Lakshadweep
	Sreeraj and Raghunathan, 2015


Dixit et al, 2019 ; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Madang, Papua New Guinea

	42
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Eurylepta alicula (Pitale & Apte, 2021)
	Andaman and Nicobar
Maharashtra 
	Pitale and Apte, 2021
	Andaman Islands

	43
	Cotylea, Cestoplanidae
	Cestoplana rubrocincta (Grube,1840)
	Gujarat
	Barolia, Sabapara and Kundu, 2025
	Zanzibar and British East Africa

	44
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros sp 12.
	Gulf of Kachchh, Gujarat
	Current Study
	

	45
	Acotylea, Notoplanidae
	Notoplana sp. 
	Gulf of Mannar
	Padmanaban et al, 2021
	

	46
	Cotylea, Prosthiostomidae
	Prosthiostomum sp.
	Gulf of Mannar
	Padmanaban et al, 2021
	

	47
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Phrikoceros katoi (Newman & Cannon, 1996)
	Gulf of Mannar
	Padmanaban et al, 2021
	Australia

	48
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros galatheensis (Dixit, Raghunathan & Chandra, 2017)
	Gulf of Mannar
	Padmanaban et al, 2021
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands

	49
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Thysanozoon brocchi (Risso, 1818)
	Gulf of Mannar
	Padmanaban et al, 2021
	France

	50
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros bicolor (Verrill, 1902)
	Gulf of Mannar

Lakshadweep
	Padmanaban et al, 2021

Dixit et al, 2019
	Long Bird Island

	51
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros prudhoei (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Gulf of Mannar

Lakshadweep
	Padmanaban et al, 2021

Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Heron Island, Australia 

	52
	Acotylea, Latocestidae
	Latocestus maldivensis (Laidlaw, 1902)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Minicoy, Lakshadweep 

	53
	Cotylea, Pericelidae
	Pericelis byerleyana (Collingwood, 1876) Laidlaw, 1902
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	United Kingdom 

	54
	Cotylea, Planoceridae
	Paraplanocera langi (Laidlaw, 1902)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Minicoy, Lakshadweep 

	55
	Cotylea, Prosthiostomidae
	Prosthiostomum sp.
	Lakshadweep
	Current Study
	

	56
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	 Pseudoceros buskii (Collingwood, 1876)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Singapore

	57
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Acanthozoon plehni (Laidlaw, 1902)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Minicoy, Lakshadweep 

	58
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros apricus (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Heron Island, Australia 

	59
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros flavocanthus (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Madang, Papua New Guinea

	60
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros gratus (Kato, 1937)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Japan

	61
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros murinus (Newman & Cannon, 1997)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Madang, Papua New Guinea

	62
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudobiceros pardalis (Verrill, 1900)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Bermuda

	63
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros agattiensis (Dixit, 2019)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Lakshadweep 

	64
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros bipurpureus (Dixit, 2021)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Lakshadweep 

	65
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros bolool (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Heron Island, Australia 

	66
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros cf. susanae (Newman & Anderson, 1997)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019 ; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Maldives

	67
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros flavomarginatus (Laidlaw, 1902)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Minicoy, Lakshadweep 

	68
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros galaxea (Dixit, 2021)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Lakshadweep 

	69
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros gamblei (Laidlaw, 1902)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Minicoy, Lakshadweep 

	70
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros paralaticlavus (Newman & Cannon, 1994)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2019
	Heron Island, Australia 

	71
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros stellans (Dixit, 2019)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Lakshadweep 

	72
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros tigrinus (Laidlaw, 1902)
	Lakshadweep
	Dixit et al, 2019
	Minicoy, Lakshadweep 

	73
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Thysanozoon sp. 
	Lakshadweep
	Apte and Pitale, 2011
	

	74
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros duplicinctus (Prudhoe, 1989)
	Lakshadweep

Andaman and Nicobar 

Gulf of Mannar
	Dixit et al, 2021
	Mozambique

	75
	Acotylea, Planoceridae
	Paraplanocera kalpeniensis (Dixit & Sreeraj, 2024)
	Lakshadweep 
	Dixit & Sreeraj, 2024
	Lakshadweep 

	76
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Pseudoceros bifascia 
(Dixit & Sreeraj, 2024)
	Lakshadweep 
	Dixit & Sreeraj, 2024
	Lakshadweep 

	77
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Maritigrella fuscopunctata (Prudhoe, 1978)
	Lakshadweep, Gujarat
	Dixit et al, 2019; Apte and Pitale, 2011
Patel H et al, 2022
	Western Australia

	78
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Eurylepta turma (Marcus, 1952)
	Maharashtra
	Pitale and Apte, 2021
	Brazil 

	79
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Cycloporus decoratus (Pitale and Apte, 2021)
	Maharashtra
	Pitale and Apte, 2021
	Maharashtra

	80
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Cycloporus australis (Prudhoe, 1982)
	Ratnagiri, Maharashtra 
	Pitale and Apte, 2019
	Southern Australia 

	81
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Cycloporus reticulatus (Newman & Cannon, 2002)
	Ratnagiri, Maharashtra 
	Pitale and Apte, 2019
	Heron Island, Australia 

	82
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Cycloporus variegatus (Kato, 1934)
	Ratnagiri, Maharashtra 
	Pitale and Apte, 2019
	Japan

	83
	Cotylea, Euryleptidae
	Eurylepta aurantiaca (Heath & McGregor, 1912)
	Ratnagiri, Maharashtra 
	Pitale and Apte, 2019
	United States of America 

	84
	Cotylea, Prosthiostomidae
	Prosthiostomum trilineatum (Yeri & Kaburaki, 1920)
	Ratnagiri, Maharashtra 
	Pitale, Bhave and Apte, 2014
	Japan

	85
	Cotylea, Pseudocerotidae 
	Stylostomum mixtomaculatum  (Pitale and Apte, 2019)
	Ratnagiri, Maharashtra 
	Pitale and Apte, 2019
	Maharashtra




Results and Discussion

There are about 850 valid species of Polyclads that have been described (Tyler et al, 2006-2018) out of which only 85 have been reported in India. They live in a wide range of habitat from intertidal to the deep-sea (Newman & Cannon 2003 & Quiroga et al, 2006,2008) .New species like Callioplana marianae Ramos-Sanchez, 2024,, Chimaeriplana japonica, Oya & Hagiya, 2023 (with the erection of a new genus, , Cryptocelis sinopae, Gammoudi et al, 2021 Amyris bulbosa Beveridge, 2018, Emprosthopharynx heroniensis Beveridge, 2018 , Zygantrella queenslandensis Beveridge, 2018 (along with the erection of a new genus Zygantrella), Parviplana jeronimoi Pérez-García, Noreña & Cervera, 2018, Cestoplana nopperabo Oya & Kajihara, 2018, Bisacculosuteri marcelae Ramos-Sanchez Bahia & Rolando Bastida-Zavala, 2019, Paraplanocera oligoglenoides Bahia & Rolando Bastida-Zavala, 2019, Phaenoplana kopepe Oya & Kajihara, 2019 have been described and reported. In the due course of the description of new species, new genera are being erected which leads to better understanding of the taxonomy of the animal apart from adding to diversity of the phylum. 
With new species being discovered more and more, it becomes evident that this faunal group is under-researched in India.With the current record bringing the polyclad number to a total of 85, it is evident that exploration on the faunal group needs to be carried out since not even a single species from the East Coast of mainland India has been reported. Odisha boasts of a reef ecosystem and so does Palk bay and it is noteworthy that there have been no reports of Polyclads from that area.

Data Availability:
The data is not available elsewhere
Ethics Approval:
Approval to carry out surveys in the localities was obtained from the competent authorities before the survey. 
Consent to publish :
Consent to publish has been acquired from the competent authority. 
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