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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study has potential due to its topical relevance and focus on an underrepresented population. However, the manuscript requires major revisions in structure, methodological transparency, analytical depth, and theoretical integration to meet journal standards.The comments for the said manuscript are as under :

Title and Abstract

· Refine the title to highlight the focus on rural communities and empirical approach (e.g., "An Empirical Study of Mass Media’s Role in Political Engagement in Rural Rivers State").

· Structure the abstract with clear subsections (Background, Methodology, Findings, Conclusion).

· Include data highlights and the core conclusion for better impact.

Introduction 

Begin with a strong hook: a surprising statistic, recent political event, or contrast in rural vs. urban media access.

Clearly articulate the research gap.
Narrow the focus early to Rivers State and rural communities.

Literature Review

Use subheadings (e.g., “Mass Media and Political Participation,” “Rural Media Access in Nigeria,” etc.).

 Critically engage with prior studies—compare findings, point out methodological differences.

Include more recent literature (last 5–7 years), especially studies in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Theoretical Framework

· Provide a deeper exploration of Agenda-Setting Theory and how it applies to rural populations.

· Consider integrating additional frameworks (e.g., Uses and Gratifications Theory, if applicable).

· Explicitly link theory to research questions and expected outcomes.

Methodology

Provide justification for sample size and selection criteria.

Clarify how questionnaires were designed, piloted, and validated.

If inferential statistics (e.g., chi-square, correlation) are not used, justify why.

Include limitations and how they were mitigated.

Results and Discussion 

Group related findings together to identify patterns.

Summarize key findings in narrative form alongside data tables. Use figures/charts to visually present important trends.

 Highlight significant or surprising findings. Clearly relate each major finding to the theory and past research. Discuss implications for policy and practice. Address unexpected results and potential limitations of findings
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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