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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides an overview into the diversity and distribution of phytoplankton in Northern Gulf of Kachchh, India, an area characterized by industrial activities. The finding is essential for assessing the wellbeing of coastal waters especially in area of anthropogenic impact. The findings of the study will help in policy making in tracking environmental changes especially in industrial areas as the presence of particular phytoplankton group may indicate pollution index.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable but can benefit from minor adjustment. ‘Phytoplankton diversity and distribution in relation to hydro biological factors in three industrial hotspots of the Northern Gulf of Kachchh, Gujarat, India’

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The first phrase of the abstract needs modification. The use of ‘At’ at the start does not sound grammatically correct. 

Suggestion: ‘The diversity, distribution, and abundance of phytoplankton were investigated at three industrial hotspots in the Northern Gulf of Kachchh, as well as their relationship to hydro-biological factors’. 

The abstract should include sampling period and simple methodology.
The Shannon wiener diversity index, Margalef richness index, and Pielou's evenness index should be rephrased for more readability. In addition, the last statement in the abstract should include the impact of industrial activities on the phytoplankton diversity.
Keywords: Replace Gujarat, Gulf of Kachchh with other terms as they are reflected in the title.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically robust. The methodology was well in-depth which would make the study replicable. However, some parts such as the ecological significance of the studied area over other parts of Kachchh should be stated
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are typically alright, especially citing background work on phytoplankton ecology and biodiversity. However, some references appeared to be quite old (for example, Subrahmanyan & Sharma, 1960; Thorrington-Smith, 1971). While background research is essential, using publications that are more recent, (2018-2024) would improve the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear and easy to read. However, the whole manuscript could benefit from proof reading.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is comprehensive and well detailed. The authors just need to work on minor revisions.
PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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